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BOARD OF REGENTS MEETING 
 

Wednesday, September 1, 2021 
 

Midwestern State University 
Clark Student Center 

Comanche Suites (Room 135) 
3410 Taft Boulevard 

Wichita Falls, Texas 76308 
 
 

Agenda 
 
 

I. Meeting of the Board—Call to Order; convene into 
Open Session of the Board.  The Board will continue in 
Open Session and meet as a Committee of the Whole and 
Meeting of the Board to consider and act on: ..................... Chairman Lewis 
 
A. Opening Remarks and Recognitions ................. Chairman Lewis and 
  Chancellor Mitchell 
 
B. Committee of the Whole—The Board will continue in 

Open Session as a Committee of the Whole and Meeting 
of the Board to consider and act on: ........................ Chairman Lewis 
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4. TTUS: Ratification of existing Midwestern State 
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MEETING OF THE BOARD 
Wednesday, September 1, 2021 

 
 
Time: 9:00 am 
 
Place: Midwestern State University, Clark Student Center, Comanche Suites 

(Rm 135), 3410 Taft Boulevard, Wichita Falls, Texas 76308 
 

Agenda 
 

 
I. Meeting of the Board—Call to Order; convene into 
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4. TTUS: Ratification of existing Midwestern State 
University (“MSU”) Operating Policies and 
Procedures and delegation of authority to MSU’s 
President to enact or revise MSU Operating Policies 
and Procedures in the future that do not require 
TTUS Board of Regents approval ................................... 8 

 
5. TTUS: Ratification of the appointment of Dr. James 

Johnston as Interim President of Midwestern State 
University ......................................................................... 9 

 
6. MSU: University History and Overview Presentation ..... 10 

 
II. Executive Session:  The Board will convene into Executive Session 

in Clark Student Center, Cheyene Room (Rm 171), 3410 Taft Blvd to 
consider matters permissible 
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1. TTUS:  Authorize resolution honoring the former Board of 
Regents and Administration of Midwestern State University 
and marking Midwestern State University’s addition to the 
Texas Tech University System. 

 
 Presenter: Vice Chair Mark Griffin   Presentation Time: 10 minutes  

Board approval required by: Requested by the Board 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

The chancellor recommends that the Board of Regents issue the included 
resolution in honor of the Midwestern State University Board of Regents and 
university leadership and in recognition and appreciation of their collaborative 
spirit in securing the addition of Midwestern State University as the fifth member 
institution of the Texas Tech University System, effective September 1, 2021, as 
authorized by House Bill 1522 of the 87th Texas Legislature. 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Text of the board resolution is found on the following page.  
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Texas Tech University System Board of Regents 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD 

WHEREAS, The Board of Regents of the Texas Tech University System celebrates 
the  collaborative  strategic  partnership  with  the  Midwestern  State  University  (Wichita 
Falls,  Texas)  Board  of  Regents  and  university  leadership,  and  is  proud  to  welcome 
Midwestern State University as the fifth member institution of the system; and 

 
WHEREAS, The State of Texas has transferred Midwestern State University to the 

Texas Tech University System, effective September 1, 2021, following the authorization 
of House Bill 1522, which was signed into law by Governor Greg Abbott on Tuesday, June 
8, 2021; and  

 
WHEREAS, House Bill 1522, authored by State Representative James Frank and 

sponsored by State Senator Drew Springer during the 87th Texas Legislature, was passed 
by the Texas House of Representatives on April 14, 2021, passed by the Texas Senate on 
May 21, 2021, and signed by the Governor on June 8, 2021; and 

 
WHEREAS, Midwestern State University, approaching its centennial anniversary, 

has an established, longstanding reputation in higher education as a liberal arts leader in 
Texas and as a provider of outstanding, transformational educational experiences for its 
students; and 

 
WHEREAS, Midwestern State University fosters a close‐knit, values‐based culture 

that aligns well with the component universities and System Administration of the Texas 
Tech University System; and 
 

WHEREAS, Midwestern State University will bring significant value to the Texas 
Tech University System and its institutions as it furthers the system’s collective mission of 
educating future generations and advancing higher education, health care, research and 
leadership in our communities; now, therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Regents of the Texas Tech University System on this 

date, September 1, 2021, do hereby extend its heartfelt appreciation to the Midwestern 
State  University  Board  of  Regents,  administration,  students,  Ȁ 坈䕒䕁匬 � as 唯ਰ‰㌾呪ਯਵ‰⁔䐷㕔吱ㄳਭ⸰〰㍪ਯ੦ਮ㈳‰‸੔樊楮t02O-.0003j
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2. TTUS: Approve amendments to Missions, Regents� Rules , 
to add a mission statement for Midwestern State University 
(“MSU”) and authorize the chancellor or his designee to 
make necessary updates to the 
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Health Sciences Center at El Paso, Angelo State University, and Midwestern 
State University in the attainment of each component's individual mission. 
 
Midwestern State University (new addition ). Midwestern State University is a 
leading public liberal arts university committed to providing students with rigorous 
undergraduate and graduate education in the liberal arts and the professions. 
Through an emphasis upon teaching, augmented by the opportunity for students 
to engage in research and creative activiti
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3. TTUS: Ratification of existing Midwestern State University 
(“MSU”) contracts that require approval of the Board of 
Regents. 
 
Presenter: Gary Barnes     Presentation Time:  3 minutes 
Board approval required by:  Section 07.12, Regents’ Rules 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
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4. TTUS: Ratification of existing Midwestern State University 
(“MSU”) Operating Policies and Procedures and delegation 
of authority to MSU’s President to enact or revise MSU 
Operating Policies and Procedures in the future that do not 
require TTUS Board of Regents approval. 
 
Presenter: Mr. Eric Bentley    Presentation Time:  3 minutes 
Board approval required by: Section 01.02, Regents’ Rules 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
The chancellor recommends that the Board of Regents 1) ratifies all existing 
Midwestern State University (“MSU”) Operating Policies and Procedures; and 2) 
delegates authority to MSU’s President to enact or revise MSU Operating 
Policies and Procedures in the future that do not require TTUS Board of Regents 
approval.  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

Under existing practice, all MSU university policies and procedures are initiated 
at the university level and become effective only upon approval by the former 
Board of Regents as part of the Midwestern State University Policies and 
Procedures Manual. By contrast, within TTUS, each component university 
implements and manages operating policies and procedures for its respective 
institution and campus communities with only certain specified policies and 
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5. TTUS: Ratification of the appointment of Dr. James 
Johnston as Interim President of Midwestern State 
University. 
 
Presenter: Dr. Tedd Mitchell     Presentation Time:  3 minutes 
Board approval required by:  Section 02.03.1 Regents’ Rules 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
The chancellor recommends that the Board of Regents ratify the appointment of  
Dr. James Johnston as Interim President of Midwestern State University (“MSU”), 
effective September 1, 2021.  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

At the August 5, 2021, meeting of the Board of Regents of Midwestern State 
University, the former MSU board approved the appointment of Dr. James 
Johnston as Interim President of MSU, effective September 1, 2021, with a 
monthly stipend for2Tw
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